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Current Health Event
Measles Jan-jul 2014

Fig. 1: Measles cases by vaccination status by age group, Lebanon, 1st Jan—31st Jul 2014
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The national measles outbreak that S0%
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hit Lebanon in 2013 is still occurring e
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in 2014, with 220 confirmed cases till
the 31st July.

Editorial note:

The majority of cases were clinically
diagnosed, 44% were laboratory con-
firmed, and 5% were epidemiologi-
cally linked. 48% of the cases were
Lebanese, and 42% Syrian. The na-
tional attack rate is 3.9 per 100.000
inhabitants. Age specific attack rate
is highest among under 5 years
(20/100.000)  and  5-9  years
(7.6/100.000). No measles related-

deaths occurred.
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In response to the occurrence of measles outbreak, the MOPH with the sup-

port of WHO and Unicef is working on enhancing measles vaccine coverage

by conducting measles campaigns for children, in addition to strengthening the

routine immunization program.

Measles is a highly conta-

gious viral disease, which
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